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tian forest. First of all, I suspect, the White Ants make a

nest, then the seeds of the fern are deposited in it and grow,

and afterwards this Tropic-bird takes possession of it.

So much for the birds of Savanne. The absence there of two

species which are elsewhere so common is curious —I mean
Zosferops borbonica and Munia punctularia ; the first I never

saw near the sea, the second nowhere at all in the district. I

have heard of a fine Pigeon, which is said to occur in this part

of the island, but it seems to be gradually getting scarcer, owing

to the destruction of the forests, and I was not lucky enough to

meet with it. I suspect it will turn out to be Alectrocenas niti-

dissima.

XXVIII.

—

Remai'ks on the Geographical Distribution of the Genus

Turdus. By Philip Lutley Sclater.

(Plate VIII.)

The Thrushes proper, of the genus Turdus as now restricted,

although hardly to be called cosmopolitan in their range, since

this particular form is not known to occur in New Guinea,

Australia, and the greater portion of the Pacific islands, are

very widely distributed over the earth's surface. In company

with a figure of Turdus fidviventris (a fine American species of

this group, which has lately been described in the ' Proceedings*

of the Zoological Society,^ and will be readily recognized by its

distinct style of coloration), it may not be out of place to ofi'er

some few remarks on the present state of our knowledge of the

geographical distribution of the members of this genus.

Beginning with the PAL^ARCTict region, which embraces the

whole northern part of the Old World, the species of Thrush

inhabiting its western portion are six in number —the well-

known Turdi torquatus, merula, viscivorus, pilaris, musicus, and

iliacus. Though Turdus migratoriv,s and one or more of the

group of little Thrushes allied to T. wilsoni of the United States

have occurred accidentally in Europe, they cannot be con-

sidered to have any real claims to a place in its Avifauna.

* See P.Z.S. 1857, p. 273, et 1859, p. 331.

t Cf. Journ. Proc. Linn. Soe., ZooL, ii. p. 130 et seq.
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On the other hand, the wanderers from the East, such as Turdus

naurnanni^, T. atrigularis, T. ruficoUis, T. pallens, and T. sibi-

ricus, most of which have occurred several times in Europe,

though more strictly belonging to the fauna of Central Asia,

may be with propriety introduced into the European list as

" accidental visitors/' Some of the European species (such as

T. iliacus) extend likewise far into Central and North-eastern

Asia; but when we arrive in Amoorland and approach the con-

fines of China, we find that a total change in the species has

taken place. Out of the seven Thrushes recorded by Dr. v.

Schrenck as found in this country, not one is a truly European

bird ; and in addition to the Siberian species already mentioned,

we meet with T. daulias and T. chnjsolaus, both originally de-

scribed from Japanese specimens.

In Japan, Turdus cardis occurs, besides 2'urdi sibiricus, dau-

lias, fuscatus, pallens, and chrysolaus, which have been already

adverted to as likewise occurring more to the westward. In

China, Mr. Swinhoe's researches f have already brought to light

Turdi sibiricus, daulias, pallens, and chrysolaus, as being met

with more or less regularly during the winter and spring migra-

tions : Turdus mandarinus is a common resident, and represents

our Blackbird : T. cardis occurs during migration, and was found

nesting at Macao {antea, p. 37). I am not aware that the more

* Dr. V. Schrenck, who does not usually err on the side of admitting

too many species, records in his ' Amur-reise ' (i. p. 353) the occurrence in

Amoorland of the true T. naumanni of Temminck (T. dubius, Naum., nee

Bechst.), and states his decided ojnnion as to its distinctness from T. fus-

catus of Pallas. The latter is figured as T. naumanni hy Mr. Gould in his

'Birds of Europe' (vol. ii. pi. 7^)j as T. fuscatus in his 'Birds of Asia'

(part iv.), and as T. eunomus hy Temminck (Pi. Col. 514). The former

(T. naumanni, verus) is figured in Naumann's 'Nat. d. Vog. Deutschl.'

pi. 68. fig. 1, and pi. 358. fig. 2. I am inclined to think that Mr. Gould

has done wrong in uniting these two species. Turdus fuscatus is a well-

known Japanese bird, and, as Dr. v. Schrenck informs us, tlie "commonest "

of all the genus in Amoorland. Of T. naumanni, on the other hand, but one

example was obtained in Amoorland, and it appears to be a more western

bu-d, which occasionally straggles into Europe. See Homeyer's article in

' Rhea,' ii. p. 155 et seq., and Naumann's own explanations on this subject

in ' Naumaunia,' vol. i. pt. 3, p. 11, and pt. 4. p. 4.

t See ' Ibis,' 1860, p. 56, et 1861, p. 23.
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southern portion of the Palsearctic region furnishes any authen-

ticated species besides those ah-eady enumerated, except the very

singular hook-winged Blackbird, Turdus dachjlojiterus {Merula

dactijloptera, Bp.), which is found in Asia Minor. We may
therefore take the well-ascertained species of the genus belong-

ing to the Palsearctic region as about sixteen in number, distri-

buted somewhat as follows :

—

Europe.
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said by Drapiez to occur also in Java, and certainly ranges as

far as Labuan, where Mr. jMottley obtained specimens, now in

Mr. L. L. Dillwyn^s collection. In Java also occur Temminck's

Turdus mutabilis —a very close ally of T. sibiricus, but, according

to Prince Bonaparte (Compt. Rend, xxxviii. p. 4), distinguish-

able from it —and Horsfield's Tu7'dus javanicus, of which later

synonyms appear to be Turdus fumidus, Miill., and T. hijpo-

pijrrhus, Hartlaub (Verz. Brem. Samml. p. 43). A nearly allied

representative of the latter bird inhabits Timor, if the specimens

are accurately labelled in the Leyden collection, and may be

called Tu7-dus schlegelii *, after the present eminent director of

that establishment. Excluding therefore the three intruders

from Northern Asia, the Indian Thrushes appear to be about

fifteen in number, some of which (e. g. T. pelodes and dissimilis)

require further comparison and examination.

Himalayas.



of the Genus Tiirdus. 281

N.E. Africa.
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bably all or, at any rate, the greater part of these species (except,

perhaps, T. ntevius) as winter migrants, and on the western

coast T. fiavirostris, while T. pinicola inhabits the pine ridges of

Southern Mexico. Three other species {T. infuscatus, grayii, and

assimilis), which I have placed under the head of Mexico in my
list in the ' Proceedings,^ belong, I believe, to the tierra caliente

exclusively, and must be set down to the account of the Neo-

tropical region.

The Thrushes of the Nearctic region may therefore be esti-

mated as twelve in number ; viz.

—

Eastern N. America.




